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2026 Merbein Golf Club Open
Invitation, Entry Form & Conditions of Entry
Venue: Merbein Golf Club — 355 McEdward Street, Cabarita VIC 3505
--------------------------------------------------
Invitation to Competitors
--------------------------------------------------
Dear Golfer,
On behalf of the Members and Committee of the Merbein Golf Club, it is our pleasure to invite you to compete in the 2026 Merbein Golf Club 36-Hole Open.
This two-day event continues to attract golfers from across our region, providing an enjoyable weekend of competitive golf at the Merbein Golf Club. 
Enclosed you will find the Entry Form, Event Program, and Conditions of Entry. We encourage you to submit your entry as early as possible, as places are limited and the event is highly popular. 
* Regular Booking Deadline: Thursday 13 August 2026 at 2:00 pm (via Drummond Golf Sunraysia Golf Range).
* Late Entries: Remain open after the Thursday deadline until the field is deemed full (via contacting the club directly).
* Enquiries: Contact Drummond Golf Sunraysia Golf Range on (03) 5022 9440 or email our Secretary at secretary@merbeingolfclub.com.au.
Thank you for your support. We wish you the very best of luck and look forward to welcoming you to the course.
Kind regards,
The Merbein Golf Club Committee


--------------------------------------------------

Program of Events
--------------------------------------------------
Saturday 15 August 2026 — Round 1 (18-Hole Stroke)
* Divisions: Men’s (A, B, C Grades), Women’s, and Juniors.
* Tee Times: Hit off from the 1st tee between 7:30 am and 1:00 pm.
* Prizes: Daily competition prizes will be awarded.
* Entry Fee: $40 for members and visitors (covers green fees for the full 36-hole event, payable at registration on Saturday).

Sunday 16 August 2026 — Round 2 & Final Day (18-Hole Stroke)
* Divisions: Men’s (A, B, C Grades), Women’s, and Juniors.
* Tee Times (Non-Seeded): Hit off from the 1st tee between 7:30 am and 12:10 pm.
* Tee Times (Seeded Groups): (Scheduled at 10-minute intervals ending at 1:00 pm)
  - C Grade: 12:20 pm
  - B Grade: 12:30 pm
  - Juniors: 12:40 pm
  - Women's: 12:50 pm
  - A Grade: 1:00 pm
* Prizes: Daily competition prizes will be awarded, plus major 36-hole Scratch and Nett prizes for each grade and division. 
Note: Scratch and nett prizes will be awarded in each grade or division as advertised. Competitors may win both the Scratch and Nett prizes within their entered grade or division. The Merbein Open Champion shall be the competitor returning the lowest 36-hole gross score across all grades and divisions.

Booking Instructions:
* Standard tournament bookings must be made through Drummond Golf Sunraysia Golf Range by calling (03) 5022 9440 or visiting the premises on Ontario Avenue. 
+Please provide your full name and Golf Link number upon booking.
* The Drummond Golf Sunraysia Golf Range booking window closes strictly at 5:00 pm on Thursday 13 August 2026.
* If the event is not full after this Thursday deadline, late entries will remain open and will only be accepted by contacting the Merbein Golf Club directly via email at secretary@merbeingolfclub.com.au. Entries will close permanently once the field is deemed full.
--------------------------------------------------
Conditions of Entry
--------------------------------------------------
1. Management: The Tournament Management Committee holds full control over the running of the Merbein Open.
2. Format: The tournament is contested as a 36-hole stroke play event over two days.
3. Eligibility: Entry is strictly open to amateur golfers holding a valid Golf Australia (GA) Handicap. The Committee reserves the right to decline any entry without providing a reason.
4. Rules of Play: Competitions follow the Rules of Golf as adopted by the R&A alongside any active Merbein Golf Club local rules. The Tournament Committee will resolve any disputes, and their ruling is final.
5. Handicap Limits: The maximum GA handicap is 45 for all grades and divisions. The Match Committee may reconfigure the grade boundaries depending on the total pool of entries received.
6. Seeded Groups: Leading players must play in their designated seeded groups on Sunday afternoon to remain eligible for the major 36-hole Scratch prizes. Players opting out of the seeded draw will compete for daily competition prizes only.
7. Protests: Any tournament protest must be delivered to the Club Captain or a Committee member for resolution before the daily prize presentations take place.
8. Punctuality: Competitors must check in at least 15 minutes before their scheduled tee time. Any player not ready to commence play when their tee time is booked may be placed at the bottom of the field at the Committee’s discretion.
9. Bookings and Late Entries: Standard tournament bookings close at Drummond Golf Sunraysia Golf Range at 2:00 pm on Thursday 13 August 2026. If vacancies remain in the field after this time, entries will stay open and are strictly handled by contacting the club directly until the field is deemed full. 
10. Field Balloting: Priority is given to 36-hole entries. Single-day 18-hole entries will only be considered on the weekend of the event if spaces are vacant. The Committee reserves the right to ballot out entries if capacity is reached. Balloted players will receive top priority on the emergency reserve list.
11. Dress Code: Smart, clean golf attire must be worn at all times. Tracksuits, leisure suits, sleeveless shirts (except for women), or collarless shirts are not permitted. Explicit or offensive graphics/logos are banned. Soft-spiked golf shoes only.
12. Ties: If there is a tie for a 36-hole gross Scratch event, a sudden-death playoff will determine the winner. Ties for Handicap events will be decided using the standard Golf Australia countback system.
13. Distance Measuring Devices: Distance measuring devices are permitted. However, features that measure secondary conditions like slope gradient, wind speed, or temperature must be turned off, even if they aren't directly referenced.
14. Registrations & Payments: The $40 tournament entry fee must be settled in full at the registration desk before teeing off on Saturday.
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